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ABSTRACT

A laboratory experiment was conducted to study the biology of lady bird beetle, Brumus suturalis F. on Phenococcus sp. in the Department of Entomology, Sindh Agriculture University, Tandojam during the year 2006. The adult beetles were collected from the fields of the cotton, okra and reared in laboratory under constant conditions. Observations on the oviposition, fecundity, adult emergence, fertility, sex ratio, longevity and mortality were also recorded. The results indicated that average pre-copulation period was 1.6±0.16 hrs; copulation period was 71.60±4.33 minutes and post copulation period was 1.7±0.21 minutes. Ovipositon period was 32.6±0.71 days and post ovipositon period was 2.5±0.22 days. The mean fecundity was recorded 570 ± 20.58 eggs, hatching percent was 36.1±1.95 and mortality percent was 13.9±1.95. The incubation period was 4.0±0.36 and larval duration of 1st, 2nd 3rd and 4th instars were 2.7±0.21; 2.2±0.13; 2.5±0.16 and 3.4±0.16 days, respectively. The results further revealed that the male and female emergence percent was 34.8± 0.08 and 45.3±2.23, respectively. The pupation percent (80.25±2.02) and larval mortality percent (20.75±1.75) were also recorded. Adult emergence was greater in females of B. suturalis as compared to males and thus the sex ratio was higher in females as compared to males. 
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