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ABSTRACT
“On-farm” seed priming has been found effective for improving crops yield. Though it depends on crop and variety. Soaking duration also plays a considerable role in improving crops yield. This field study was conducted to evaluate the influence of duration of seed priming on the emergence, growth and seedcotton yield of cv.   NIAB-78. The experiment was conducted at the experimental farm of the Sindh Agriculture University, Tandojam during the kharif season 2005. The study was arranged in a Randomized Complete Block Design with four replications and six soaking hours (dry seed/no priming, 6, 12, 18, 24 and 30 hrs). The results revealed that seed priming durations had no significant effect on plant height and number of monopodial and sympodial branches plant-1. However, priming seed with water for 12 hrs appeared to be the most promising duration for achieving maximum seedcotton yield ha-1. Compared to control and other soaking hours (6, 18, 24, and 30 hrs), placing seed for 12 hrs in water improved seedling emergence, gave maximum seedcotton yield ha-1 and had significantly positive effect on fiber characteristics (staple length and G.O.T.%). 
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